Developments in coronary CT angiography.
CT imaging of the coronary arteries by contrast-enhanced CT, termed "coronary CT angiography" or "coronary CTA," has become increasingly stable and robust during the past few years. Several trials have demonstrated rather high diagnostic accuracies in somewhat selected patient groups, and this method can be applied clinically to rule out coronary artery stenoses. Based on clinical considerations, this will most likely be beneficial for symptomatic patients who are not at high risk for coronary artery disease, both with stable symptoms or presenting with acute chest pain. Other applications are more problematic, such as use in patients after stent placement or coronary artery bypass graft surgery. Further improvements in technology are expected to allow expansion of indications for coronary CTA in the future.